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Want to know what happens to your garbage?

It’s not easy, but it’s certainly possible. 

California’s regulatory agency for waste, California Integrated Waste Management Board, has got the 
information. In the following pages, I show you how you might get at it, using the town of Antioch as an 
example. 

If you start counting once you visit the CIWMB’s website, then it takes about 50 steps to figure out 
what happens to Antioch’s garbage. 

Don’t be discouraged. It’s worth the effort. 
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Step 1: Start at CIWMB website (www.ciwmb.ca.gov)

To progress, 
select 
“Directories 
and 
Databases”
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Step 2: Land in Directories and Databases

To progress, 
select 
“California 
Waste Stream 
Profiles”
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Step 3: Land in California Waste Stream Profiles

To progress, 
select 
“Jurisdictions
”
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Step 4: Land in California Waste Stream Profiles

To progress, 
enter “Antioch”
in the 
jurisdiction 
search field and 
hit “Submit”. 

A reasonable 
alternative is to 
search by 
county, which 
would add a few 
steps to the 
process.
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Step 5: Find Antioch

To progress, 
select 
“Antioch.”
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Step 6: Land in Antioch profile

To progress, 
select “Waste 
Flows.”
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Step 7: Land in waste flows

To progress, 
scroll down.
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Step 8: Find list of landfills

To progress, 
click on 
landfill name.
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Step 9: Land in landfill profile

To progress, click 
on “Operations.”
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Step 10: Land in landfill operations

To progress, 
scroll down.
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Step 11: Consult list of sending “jurisdictions”

Antioch contributed 87 tons of 
household waste to the Acme 
landfill. 

To progress, repeat steps 9, 10, 
and 11 for each of the listed 
landfills in the Antioch Waste 
Flows overview.
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What happens to Antioch’s garbage?

• Checking each of the 12 landfills listed under Waste Flows for Antioch 
results in the following list of landfills and the tonnage of trash received 
from the city in the year 2000:

– Acme (Contra Costa) – 87 tons
– Altamont (Alameda) – 26 tons
– BJ Dropbox (Solano) – 8 tons
– Foothill (San Joaquin) – 8 tons
– Forward (San Joaquin) – 922 tons
– Keller Canyon (Contra Costa) – 67.026 tons
– North County (San Joaquin) – 2 tons
– Potrero Hills (Solano) – 6.046 tons
– Vasco Road (Alameda) – 1058 tons

• In other words, it takes 47 steps or so to be able to conclude that Keller Canyon 
landfill in Pittsburg, CA, is the primary recipient of Antioch waste, with Potrero
Hills in Solano County coming in distant second place.

• The next step is to search for Keller Canyon for more information about the 
landfill.
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Step 48: Check search results for Keller Canyon
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Step 49: Find in-depth information on Keller Canyon
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Step 50: Find background info on Keller Canyon

From a permit application to increase the maximum daily tonnage

Background: Landfill operations at the site began in 1992 on land owned by Keller Canyon 
Landfill Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of Browning-Ferris Industries of California. On April 
10, 1999, the Keller Canyon Landfill Company transferred the ownership and operations of the 
landfill to Allied Waste Industries, Inc.
The facility receives an average of 1700 tons per day with a peak of 2,608 tons.  When the peak 
is reached oncoming landfill traffic is directed away from the facility to alternative landfill sites, 
such as the Forward Landfill in Stockton, California
When the 1992 permit was issued, the maximum tonnage of 2,750 tons per day was based on a 
permit condition which was then contained in the facility’s former Permit to Operate from the Bay 
Area Air Quality Management District (Air Board). In 1996 the Air Board revised the Permit to 
Operate to specify that the facility could receive 3,500 tons of waste per operating day in 
accordance with the Land Use Permit.  The 1990 Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared 
for the Keller Canyon Landfill project fully evaluated environmental impacts of the landfill project 
for the receipt of 3,500 tons of waste per operating day.
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If you get this far …

Then perhaps you could go one step further and leave me a note with your thoughts, at 

http://landfill.wordpress.com/2008/02/03/what-happens-to-our-garbage/

Thank you,

Marijke


